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Detailed Action 
Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's Arguments/Remarks filed on 5/22/2006 regarding claims 1-30 have been 
considered and claims 1-30 are currently pending. 

2. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-5, 8-9, 11-15, 18-19, 21-25, 28-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Whittaker et al. (USP 5,968,167). 

Regarding claims 1, 11,21, Whittaker discloses an apparatus to perform a method (an 
apparatus, Fig. 1) comprising: 

a processor (media control core, col. 3, lines 20-21 and 29-31, element 2, Fig. 1, and Fig. 
6) capable of simultaneous execution of two or more threads of instructions (simultaneous 
execution of threads, Fig. 6), where said processor (media control core, col 3, lines 20-21 and 
29-31, Figs. 1 and 6) comprises: 
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at least one resource unit (at least one instruction buffer and data bank, col. 5, lines 27-29, 
and Fig. 6) capable of being assigned to two or more of the threads (capable of being assigned to 
three threads, Fig. 6); 

a priority register (resource checker, element 81, Fig. 6) to store thread information for 
the threads (stores thread information such as pipeline data bank status and status of various data 
processing units, col. 8, lines 18-28 and Fig. 6), the thread information including a priority code 
corresponding to each thread (the thread information including priority of each thread, see col. 8, 
lines 28-31), at least one of the threads requesting use of the resource unit (a thread requests use 
of instruction buffers, Fig. 6); and 

a priority selector (priority selector, col. 8, lines 28-32 and element 82, Fig. 6) coupled to 
the priority register (coupled to the resource checker, Fig. 6) to generate assignment signal to 
assign the at least one resource unit to the at least one of the threads (assigns the instruction 
buffer for execution to the thread with the highest priority, col. 8, lines 18-40) according to the P 
priority codes (according to the priority of each thread, col. 8, lines 18-35). 

Regarding claims 2, 12, 22, Whittaker discloses the apparatus of claim 1 to perform the 
method of claim 1 1 wherein the at least one resource unit is one of an instruction unit (the 
resource unit is one of an instruction buffer, Fig. 6), a memory locking unit, a load unit, a store 
unit, an input/output unit, a peripheral unit interface, and a functional unit (a program counter 
bank, col. 5, lines 8-19). 
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Regarding claims 3, 13, 23, Whittaker discloses the apparatus of claim 2 to perform the 
method of claim 12 wherein the functional unit is one of an arithmetic unit, a logic unit, and an 
arithmetic and logic unit (a program counter contains an ALU, col. 5, lines 38-48). 

Regarding claims 4, 14, 24, Whittaker discloses the apparatus of perform the method of 
claims 1 and 11, further comprising: 

an instruction multiplexer (a plurality of instruction buffers, Fig. 6) coupled to the 
priority selector (priority selector, element 82, Fig. 6) to pass instructions stored in a plurality of 
instruction registers (to pass instructions stored in the instruction buffers to a plurality of 
resource checkers, col. 8, lines 18-35 and Fig. 6) to execution units according to the assignment 
signal (to the data processing units for execution according to the priority, col. 8, lines 30-32 and 
Fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 5, 15, 25, Whittaker discloses the apparatus to perform the method of 
claims 1 and 1 1 further comprising: 

a priority assignor (priority selector, see col. 8, lines 18-28) coupled to the priority 
register (the resource checker) to set the thread information including at least one of the P 
priority codes corresponding to the at least one of the threads (sets a priority to each thread 
according to the thread information, col. 8, lines 18-31) in response to a start instruction from an 
instruction decoder and dispatcher (in response to whether an instruction can run or not from an 
combinatorial logic, col. 8, lines 2-8, 24-28). 
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Regarding claims 8, 18, 28, Whittaker discloses the apparatus to perform the method of 
claims 1,11,21 above, wherein the priority selector assigns the at least one resource unit to the 
at least one of the threads (directs the video input to data banks for temporary storage, col. 4, 
lines 1-24) if the at least one of the threads is not served (if video input is not served, col. 4, lines 
15-25) and the at least one resource unit is free (determines if the data bank is available, col. 3, 
lines 66-67, col. 4, lines 1-7). 

Regarding claims 9, 19, 29, Whittaker discloses the apparatus to perform the method of 
claims 8, 18, 28 above, wherein the at least one of the threads has highest priority code among a 
set of ready threads (one of the threads has the highest priority, col. 8, lines 28-35). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6-7, 10, 16-17, 20, 26-27, 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Whittaker in view of Cutler et al. (USP 5,752,031). 

Regarding claims 6, 16, 26, Whittaker discloses all the aspects of the claimed invention 
set forth in the rejection of claims 5, 15, 25 above, except fails to explicitly show the apparatus to 
perform the method wherein the priority assignor sets an active flag in the priority register 
corresponding to the at least one of the threads in response to the start instruction. 



Application/Control Number: 09/715,778 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2616 

However, Cutler discloses a method and system for scheduling the execution of a 
plurality of threads in a computer system such that it will set the flag to running/active state 
when it receives a start execution instruction (element 40d, Fig. 4). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the multithreaded data processing management system of 
Whittaker with the teaching of Cutler in set a thread to an running/active state in response to an 
execution instruction such that Whittaker resets the active flag in the instruction buffer 
corresponding to the at least one of the threads in response to a quit instruction from the 
instruction decoder and dispatcher. The motivation to do so is to keep track of the number of 
currently active threads and ensure the number of active threads is at or near a predetermined 
target level of concurrency. 

Regarding claims 7, 17, 27, Whittaker discloses all the aspects of the claimed invention 
set forth in the rejection of claims 6, 16, 26 above, except fails to explicitly show the apparatus to 
perform the method wherein resets the active flag in the priority register corresponding to the at 
least one of the threads in response to a quit instruction from the instruction decoder and 
dispatcher. 

However, Cutler discloses resetting the state of a thread to a terminated state when it 
receives an execution completion instruction (element 40g, Fig. 4). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the multithreaded data processing management system of 
Whittaker with the teaching of Cutler in resetting the flag for a thread to a terminated state when 
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it receives an execution completion instruction such that Whittaker resets the active flag in the 
instruction buffer corresponding to the at least one of the threads in response to a quit instruction 
from the instruction decoder and dispatcher. The motivation to do so is to keep track of the 
number of threads that are still currently active and ensure the number of active threads is at or 
near a predetermined target level of concurrency. 

Regarding claims 10, 20, 30, Whittaker discloses all the aspects of the claimed invention 
set forth in the rejection of claims 8, 1, 28 above, except fails to explicitly show the apparatus to 
perform the method wherein the priority selector iteratively assigns resource units to threads in 
the set of ready threads according to the corresponding priority codes and resource availability 
until the set becomes empty. 

However, Cutler discloses that the kernel schedules a processing unit and works its way 
down from a higher priority thread of ready state to a lower priority thread of ready state (col. 10, 
lines 43-45, col. 11, lines 4-1 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the multithreaded data processing management system of 
Whittaker with the teaching of the system of Cutler in scheduling a processing unit and working 
its way down from a higher priority thread of ready state to a lower priority thread of ready state 
such that the priority selector of Whittaker will iteratively assign resource units to threads in the 
set of ready threads according to the corresponding priority codes and resource availability until 
the set becomes empty. 
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The motivation to do so is to use a priority scheme to determine the order in which 
threads should execute, scheduling higher priority threads for execution before those with lower 
priorities. 



Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed on 5/22/2006 have been fully considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Mew whose telephone number is 571-272-3141. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Seema Rao can be reached on 571-272-3174. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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